August 3, 2017

sale or lease, first sold or leased, or installed
after the date that is 2 years after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

DEVELOPING INNOVATION AND
GROWING THE INTERNET OF
THINGS ACT

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 113, S. 88.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 88) to ensure appropriate spec-
trum planning and interagency coordination
to support the Internet of Things.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Fischer
substitute amendment at the desk be
considered and agreed to, and the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 769) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall it pass?

The bill (S. 88),
passed.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BLUNT). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
YOUNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

as amended, was

(Mr.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
en bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
101 and 102.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
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The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Neil Chatterjee, of Ken-
tucky, to be a Member of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission for the
term expiring June 30, 2021; and Robert
F. Powelson, of Pennsylvania, to be a
Member of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission for the term expir-
ing June 30, 2020.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; that any statements
relating to the nominations be printed
in the RECORD; and that the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Chatterjee and
Powelson nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
want to take just a moment and thank
those who have worked so hard to
make sure that the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission will have a
functioning quorum—and more than
just having a functioning quorum, the
quality of individuals we are sending to
the FERC as Commissioners is truly
impressive to see.

Neil Chatterjee, whom, without
doubt, almost all of us on this floor
know, has been working here in the
Senate, working in the leader’s office
for years, and has been an invaluable
asset to me and my staff on the Energy
and Natural Resources Committee. He
is extremely knowledgeable, extremely
committed and dedicated, and it has
been a real pleasure to work with him.

I don’t know Mr. Powelson as well,
but having had an opportunity to ad-
vance his name before the Energy and
Natural Resources Committee for con-
firmation, too, I know that the exper-
tise and the credentials he will bring to
the Commission are greatly appre-
ciated.

I think we recognize that there is
much we are anxious to see happen
throughout the country in a new ad-
ministration where we are talking a lot
about infrastructure—when we are
talking about our energy assets and
what we can do to help facilitate the
build-out of an aging infrastructure
and the add-on of new infrastructure.
But in order to proceed with much of
this, you have to have the FERC actu-
ally operating, working to review the
permits, working through the rate-
making cases. It is substantive work, it
is challenging work, and it is work
that has now been stacked up for
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months and months. So knowing that
the FERC will be able to commence its
operations again with a quorum is real-
ly good news today.

I think it is also important to note
that the White House sent just this
week two additional names—those of
Mr. Glick and Mr. McIntyre. The En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee
will be considering those in early Sep-
tember when we return so that, hope-
fully, we can get a full complement to
this very important Commission.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
Richard Glick and Kevin MclIntyre
have been nominated by the President
for positions on the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission. I understand
they will be heard and marked up in
tandem in September and I have told
the Democratic leader that they will
move as a pair across the floor.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

FDA REAUTHORIZATION BILL

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I wish to
speak on the importance of maintain-
ing a strong Food and Drug Adminis-
tration. Today we approved the user
fee reauthorizations for the FDA. We
have done the important work of pass-
ing these essential user fee agreements
out of the committee and have now de-
bated and passed them on the Senate
floor.

The HELP Committee is filled with
strong personalities. These personal-
ities reflect the passion and diversity
of opinion of millions across our nation
today. While we may disagree on cer-
tain policies, most of us can agree that
funding the drug, device, and biologic
centers of the FDA is essential.

Our future scientific endeavors re-
quire a strong FDA that communicates
openly with the industry that it regu-
lates, and this agreement sets up pro-
tocols to achieve that goal. A strong
FDA also requires clear steps for prod-
uct review, and only through such de-
liberative actions can we bring more
competition and clarity to our drugs,
devices, and biologic products.

I have championed multiple provi-
sions in this bill, but there are two I
would like to highlight today. First,
there is the counterfeit and diverted
drug language. This language makes
importation neither harder nor easier.
In fact, it doesn’t change importation
laws at all. Rather, it protects and
strengthens the drug supply chain by
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